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Newsletter
Frederick County Association of REALTORS®
The Voice of Real Estate in Frederick County

May 12, 2021

Meet the Board
Terry La Scola, President 
terry@welcomehomefrederick.com

Tony Checchia, President-Elect 
tonyc@veritarealestate.com

Amanda Addington, Immediate Past President 
amanda@amandaaddington.com

Amos Martin, Treasurer & Secretary 
amos.martin@remax.net

Marie Lagos, Director 
marie.lagos@penfedrealty.com

Ashleigh Kiggans, Director 
ashleigh@macroltd.com

Kris Alcorn, Director 
kaalcorn@live.com

Thomas Campbell, Director 
thomas@charisrealty.com

Kevin Carey, Affiliate Director 
kevin@careylendingteam.com

The FCAR Awards:  
Make Your Nominations Today 
Our annual awards are now open to receive your nominations! If you 
know someone who excelled in 2020 in the areas below, submit your 
nomination by Tuesday, May 24. 

 • REALTOR® of the Year 
 • Affiliate of the Year 
 • Rookie of the Year 
 • Community Service Award 
 • Charles S.V. Sanner Award 
 • Janet McKinney Award 
 • REALTOR® Shining Star 
 • Affiliate Shining Star 
 • REALTOR® Lifetime Achievement 
 • Affiliate Lifetime Achievement 
 • RPAC Hall of Fame

Applicants must be a primary, dues-paying member in good standing 
with the Frederick County Association of REALTORS® during the award 
year, from January 1 to December 31. Judging for all awards will be done 
by the FCAR Membership Events Committee. Submit yours today.

Brokerage Challenge Results 
We’re pleased to announce the results of our Fair Housing 

Brokerage Challenge! A total of four winners were select-

ed from the participants and charitable donations will be 

made in their name. Learn more on page 4.

FCAR Social Shortcuts

Click here for our COVID-19 Info Page

http://www.fcar.org
mailto:terry%40welcomehomefrederick.com%20?subject=
mailto:tonyc%40veritarealestate.com?subject=
mailto:amanda%40amandaaddington.com?subject=
mailto:amos.martin%40remax.net?subject=
mailto:marie.lagos%40penfedrealty.com?subject=
mailto:ashleigh%40macroltd.com?subject=
mailto:kaalcorn%40live.com?subject=
mailto:thomas%40charisrealty.com?subject=
mailto:kevin%40careylendingteam.com?subject=
https://www.fcar.org/2020-fcar-awards
https://www.fcar.org/2020-fcar-awards
https://www.fcar.org/2020-fcar-awards
https://twitter.com/FCARMD1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWa503Shu27Vl0z0zqVorMQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/frederick-county-association-of-realtors-fcar/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/FCARMD/
https://www.instagram.com/fcar_md/
https://www.fcar.org/covid-19-info
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Volunteer Feature

Get to Know Meg Gawler

Meg Gawler
Commercial & Events Committees

“I have participated in and volunteered through FCAR over 
the years to meet other like-minded industry professionals. 
This has helped me grow as a professional in real estate  

and in turn, my business. ”

Get more out of your membership.  
Volunteer for one of our FCAR committees!

 
We are looking for as many members as possible to join. 

Visit the link HERE to sign up and learn more about the following committees: 
 

Advocacy, Budget & Finance, Commercial, Community Service,  
Education, Membership Events, Forms, Grievance,  

Professional Standards, Young Professionals Network Advisory

fcar.org/committees

Meg has spent a lifetime acquiring knowledge and passion for the industry, 
having grown up in the real estate business. She started her career in 2000 
working for a top real estate brand, and moved over to real estate title shortly 
after. She has a background in all moving parts of the title business, but has a 
passion for technology trends and marketing. 
Meg believes in building business together with her industry partners. Meg 

has served on several Boards and committees with the Frederick County 
Association of Realtors and the Women’s Council of Realtors. In her free time, 
Meg enjoys playing in a bocce league, and traveling . One of her favorite travel 
locations is in the chain of Bahamian Islands that has swimming pigs!

https://www.fcar.org/committees
https://www.fcar.org/committees
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News You Can Use

Your Association 
Needs Your Expertise
Your direct involvement in FCAR committees, classes, and func-
tions not only helps better connect you to fellow members, but 
also raises the bar for value for everyone else involved. Please 
consider volunteering your time to help in one of the listed areas. 
If you’re ready to help, contact Hugh Gordon at hugh@fcar.org.

COMMITTEES
 • Budget & Finance Committee 
 • Community Service Committee

EDUCATION
 • Monitors for virtual and in-person classes

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
 • Legal Updates 
 • Lender Updates

SentriLock 
Agent Safety 

Agent Safety is a feature included  
in the SentriKey Real Estate app. 
To enable this feature, follow these 
simple steps:

1. Open the SentriKey Real Estate app
2. At the top left, tap the menu >  
 My Settings > Agent Safety > 
 Enable Agent Safety
3. Accept the Release Agreement
4. Enter your four-digit PIN or use  
 Touch ID or Face ID to confirm identity
5. To allow access to your contacts,  
 tap + (next to Safety Notification  
 Contacts) and select OK 
6. Select at least one contact from  
 the list 
7. Tap continue to cycle through  
 confirmations

No Time Like the Present:  
RPAC Raffle Runs Through May 31

Enter today to invest in RPAC! The winner will have their 
choice of one of three great prize packages valued at $300. 

The raffle winner will have their 
choice of a Cuisinart Air Fryer, Solo 
Stove Fire Pit, or a gift certificate 
for Big Cork Vineyards.
Tickets may be purchased 

through May 31 and the results will 

be announced at our June Mem-
bership Meeting. Visit our raffle 
page for full details. Note: Purchas-
ing tickets requires entering your 
NRDS ID. Forgot your ID? Click 
here to recover it.

mailto:hugh%40fcar.org?subject=
https://www.fcar.org/rpac-raffle-ticket
https://www.fcar.org/rpac-raffle-ticket
https://login.connect.realtor/#!/forgotmember
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News You Can Use

A Fair Fight: Winners of the Spring 2021 
Fair Housing Brokerage Challenge
Last month, all FCAR brokerages  
were invited to participate in the 
Fairhaven real estate simulation from 
NAR. The program was designed to 
help REALTORS test their fair housing 
decision-making skills by navigat-
ing several realistic scenarios that 
spanned the lines of race, social status, 
gender, and more. After completion, 
users were given a results page to 
help them understand more about 
the subject moving forward. We thank 
everyone who participated in this 

effort and would encourage anyone 
who has yet to take it to do so for their 
own benefit.

We would also like to extend a 
special thanks to the prize sponsors 
for this year’s event: Kevin Carey of 
Caliber Home Loans and Marlene 
Campini of Old Republic Home 
Protection.

Without further adieu, the winning 
brokerages for this year’s contest 
are as follows (and are listed in no 
particular order):

• Bach Real Estate 
  Donating $250 to  
  The Frederick Rescue Mission

• Welcome Home Realty Group 
  Donating $250 to  
  Habitat for Humanity

• RE/MAX Realty Plus  
  & RE/MAX Results (tied) 
  Donating $300 together to  
  Frederick Community  
  Action Agency

License Renewals & CE due June 15 
If you’re currently practicing  
with your license on extended  
status, your updated renewal date 
is coming up on June 15, 2021.
For more information and  

additional resources, view  
the Maryland Real Estate Com-
mission’s licensing page or their  
latest update on COVID-related 
license extensions.
If you would prefer to speak to 

someone at FCAR with questions 
about your license or the require-
ments, please contact Hugh Gordon 
at the FCAR Office (301-663-0757) 
or email hugh@fcar.org.

Bright Steps Weekly 
Market Update

Click the image above to view the 
summary, or view the full report on 
the Bright Steps site.

Week Ending: May 9, 2021

New Closings

6,970
165.6% of 2020
135.6% of 2019

New Showings

133,244
196.2% of 2020
132.1% of 2019

New Contracts

9,090
147.2% of 2020
106.7% of 2019

New Listings

9,782
179.3% of 2020
153.2% of 2019

7 Days
17 in 2020
16 in 2019

7-Day Avg.
Total Inventory

40,231
70.7% of 2020
71.3% of 2019

Weekly Highlights
 The market saw a slight improvement in the inventory shortage. 

Active inventory returned to the 70% level. 

 Encouragingly, new listing volume continued to  outpace new 
pending sales. This week there were only 93 new pending home 
sales for every 100 new listings. 

 However, high buyer demand persisted as showing volume 
versus 2019 stayed consistent with the prior week. 
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New Listings

2019 2020 2021

New Closings by State
2021 versus 2020 / 2019

New Showings by State
2021 versus 2020 / 2019

New Contracts by State
2021 versus 2020 / 2019

New Listings by State
2021 versus 2020 / 2019

DDCC      229988 175.3% / 112.9%
DDEE 449944 127.9% / 114.4%
MMDD 22,,880022 142.4% / 111.8%
NNJJ 992211 139.3% / 108.2%
PPAA 22,,336633 357.5% / 105.3%
VVAA 11,,992222 140.2% / 113.6%
WWVV 112222 93.1% / 120.8%

DDCC      33,,777711 130.3% / 132.5%
DDEE 77,,001166 161.2% / 110.1%
MMDD 4433,,992222 143.9% / 182.1%
NNJJ 1144,,999966 139.7% / 113.2%
PPAA 3388,,446611 1,541.5% / 112.3%
VVAA 2233,,668844 149.7% / 124.8%
WWVV 11,,339944 126.3% / 141.1%

DDCC      228844 238.7% / 140.6%
DDEE 337766 156.0% / 162.8%
MMDD 22,,115555 166.3% / 137.9%
NNJJ 661155 118.3% / 114.7%
PPAA 11,,883377 181.3% / 131.6%
VVAA 11,,559966 168.2% / 141.6%
WWVV 110077 148.6% / 125.9%

DDCC      335544 154.6% / 239.2%
DDEE 443322 141.2% / 134.3%
MMDD 33,,002244 160.1% / 148.8%
NNJJ 11,,002233 169.1% / 117.0%
PPAA 22,,666633 213.4% / 143.0%
VVAA 22,,117788 196.7% / 206.8%
WWVV 114400 148.9% / 117.4%

Median  DOM, 
New Contracts 

https://fairhaven.realtor
https://fairhaven.realtor
https://www.caliberhomeloans.com/loan-consultant/maryland/frederick/kevin-carey
https://my.orhp.com/marlenecampini
https://my.orhp.com/marlenecampini
https://www.dllr.state.md.us/license/mrec/
https://www.dllr.state.md.us/license/oprenewal.shtml
https://assets.ctfassets.net/1g8q1frp41ix/4b6aqxYbpzSbgEEo6dq3jX/a762219a7820e55fd48cf35a21eef29c/Weekly_Slides_5_9_21.pdf
https://www.brightmls.com/article/12040
https://assets.ctfassets.net/1g8q1frp41ix/6zGl5eAoNZvCDZYXEwkmjg/ab2deb09feee08542762ca7e8d41e8a2/One_Sheet_Week_Ending_5_9_21.pdf
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Affiliates Meeting 
Tuesday, May 18 
10:00-11:30 AM
All Affiliate Members are invited 
to join us for this meeting.

Commercial Lunch & Learn 
Thursday, June 8 
12:00-1:00 PM
Learn about commercial  
transactions with Tony Checchia. 
All residential and commercial 
agents are welcome.

Membership Meeting
Tuesday, June 15 
Time TBD
We’ll be announcing the winners 
of this year’s FCAR Awards. Stay 
tuned for more info.

FCAR Calendar
Sign up for these upcoming events using your FCAR Member Portal.  

Please note that all of our meetings are being held virtually until further notice.  
The Zoom links will be listed on the FCAR Calendar at www.fcar.org.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO RPAC ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE AS CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES 

Contributions to RPAC are voluntary and are used for political purposes. You may refuse to contribute without affecting your membership rights. 70% of each contribution 
is used by Maryland RPAC to support state and local candidates. 30% is sent to National RPAC to support federal candidates and is charged against your limits under 52 
U.S.C. 30116. This solicitation is intended for REALTORS® only. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as solicitation of contributions from non-members. Personal 

contributions made by check must be on a personal check, not on a corporate check. Contributions made on a corporate check will be treated as a corporate contribution as 
permitted under the Maryland Campaign Finance Law. *For contributions made by credit card: You acknowledge that all credit card contributions are subject to the usual re-

quirements of law applicable to RPAC contributions. The charge applied to the account as a result of the contribution must be paid with the personal funds of the individual(s) 
by whom the contribution is made. Authority: Beverly Rasmussen, Treasurer

http://www.fcar.org
https://www.fcar.org/rpac-raffle-ticket
https://www.fcar.org/rpac-raffle-ticket
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Historic Homes from  
1780-1980
Thursday, May 20 
9:00-10:30 AM
Instructor: Kevin Bradley
Come dig into the details of  
historic homes, why they are  
historic and why some are not. 
This class counts as 1.5 Elective 
credits (F).

Mental Toughness for Agents
Wednesday, June 2 
1:00-2:30 PM
Instructor: Eric Rittmeyer
Mental Toughness trains you how 
to control your thoughts, feelings 
and attitudes, before, during and 
after a performance. Especially 
under pressure.

Fair Housing
Wednesday, June 8 
9:00-10:30 AM
Instructor: Beau Pichon

Legal & Legislative Update
Friday, June 10 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM
Instructor: Mark Feinroth

Continuing Education

We have transitioned from 100% virtual classes to a hybrid model.

You now have the option to come in to the FCAR Classroom or stay at home and attend via Zoom. Please use your 
FCAR Membership Portal to sign up and choose which method you prefer. 

Monitors will be present but will also be monitoring any students online. Instructors will have the option to teach in person  
or virtually. Virtual instructors will be displayed on our classroom projector screen. For live teachers, we will have a video camera 
facing them so virtual students will still be able to watch. For virtual classes, a Zoom link will be sent to your registered e-mail  

address the day before the class. Pursuant to DLLR authorization for online continuing education during the pandemic.

IN-PERSON CLASS  
PROTOCOLS

 • A face mask must be worn the  
  entire duration of the class.  
 • There will be a limit of 15 students  
  who can be in the classroom.
 • Tables will be set up so students  
  will be 6 feet apart.
 • To accommodate instances where  
  the instructor is teaching virtually,  
  please bring in your laptop or tablet,  
  if possible.

VIRTUAL CLASS INFORMATION
 • Please arrive early to check in. The Zoom will open 15 mins. prior to class start time. 
 • Be prepared to show your license to enter the class.
 • For safety purposes, absolutely NO driving is allowed while participating in  
  virtual classes.
 • Virtual classes should be attended with the same respect as in-person education.  
  Please do not take other phone calls, browse other websites, or be moving around.
 • At the time the meeting begins, the meeting will be closed and no one else will be  
  able to enter.
 • Monitors will still be present and all virtual classes will be recorded.
 • All students must have their cameras on the entire class (no camera, no class credit).
 • Current class time duration standards remain in force. There will be no quiz or  
  exam required at the end of the class.
 • The Zoom meeting link will be sent to your e-mail one day before your class.  
  You can also find the Zoom meeting links for all the classes on the FCAR calendar  
  at www.fcar.org. For any additional questions, contact Natalie at 301-663-0757.

https://mdweb.mmsi2.com/frederick/
http://www.fcar.org
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Special Thanks 
to our Newsletter Sponsors

Frederick County Association of REALTORS®
The Voice of Real Estate in Frederick County

478 Prospect Blvd.  |  Frederick, MD  21701  |  301-663-0757  
Have questions?  info@fcar.org  |  Find us online:  www.fcar.org
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